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I'was a city kid, but when I was in elementary school, | used to stay at my
grandmother's house, which happened to be located behind the school. Just a
few minutes' walk from a neighbour’s backyard is a forest on a hill. Thus, forest

exploration was my only after-school pastime in childhood. Catching insects, ﬁ*ﬂi?ﬁz

chasing pheasants, digging ‘caves’ and rolling in the mud were nothing new, = et e = o e

and rattan canes were often the ‘main dish’ for dinner (my punishment for %Eggﬁgﬁ’ g%g@%gg%ggéég%&gf%g;wﬂ
coming home covered in dirt). HARRAHREFE—MRENE. MR, BHSL, BILA. EEEE
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Times have certainly changed—it is now almost a challenge for urban

children to get in touch with Nature, let alone watch poultry roam within the BEERHLITE, SRMINAZ A BRI TR T —Fks, 2E
vicinity of their homes. AERTORIEEENRS, BRT—HEE,

In 2022, on Malaysia's National Day, Kuala Lumpur Steiner School 20226, DRFETERE YR, SEMMERNSREETT Il—KN
had a one-day open house for the public. Architect Clement Wong, FHBES. FROLIBAZ—. BRIMEBIE Clement Wong, ftith
one of the school's founders, who was also a speaker at an upcoming T HEFTEDXPetalingStreetAA R —{iIift &, FEHWME, SEREN,
TEDxPetalingStreet event, led a guided tour for the team, including me, of the BT XA ILT 2019 F BT AR F KR

urban forest school, which was established in 2019.

1 Built on a hill, the school comprises small masses of classrooms and various
supporting spaces, including a book store, parents' lounge and teachers' residence






The car stopped at a curvy road, and the first part of the way to the
school was a large slope surrounded by trees, with the first building flanked
by artificial terraces and small pools. Walking up, you could see individual
school units—classrooms, cafeterias, bookstores, etc. Running through the
school units were small wooden kiosks and children's play equipment. Further
upwards, there is a forest that leads to a hill. I spotted a handsome rooster on
the hill looking down and surveying our group of visitors.

Small classrooms, built on the hill, had traditional blackboards. The
laminated wooden walls were also covered with children's paintings, exuding
warmth. There were all kinds of handmade teaching materials in the corner
of a classroom. There are no exams in the curriculum—the school wanted
to adopt a more ‘humanistic’ approach to education. Teachers use guidance
and games to bring out children's curiosity—tapping into children's most
fundamental analytical and understanding skills, and innate imagination, to
stimulate their interest in learning.
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2 Slope leading to the entrance of the school 3 Artificial terrace with small pool
4 &5 Wooden kiosk and children's play equipment 6 Aerial view of nursery and
kindergarden unit






Learning from Nature is a key part of the Steiner education system's
focus. The children were guided by teachers to go out into the woods, so that they
can be inspired by Nature physically, mentally and spiritually. Watching the
children shuffle through the pavilions and slopes of the mountain behind the
school, with beads of sweat on their foreheads and mud on their hands and feet, |
thought to myself that this scene was not too different from what | had
experienced as a child. Except for the more ‘glamorous’ clothes of urban children
today, every child is still curious to play pretend, holding branches as makeshift
bows and arrows, plucking leaves to use as ‘cups’ for playing house—games that
seem to have been carried on from one generation to the next, with children of
every age improvising and using their own creative imagination to play.

In Malaysia, in addition to international schools, there has been a rising
trend of alternative private schools in recent years. Parents who are more
financially capable tend to prefer sending their children to such schools as
they hope that their children can study with more personalised attention
and international outlook, which could perhaps encourage them to be more
independent and expressive.

Clement said that it takes a certain amount of courage for parents to send
their children to Kuala Lumpur Steiner School in the face of doubts from
their closest areas or social spheres of influence. Under the Steiner system’s
holistic approach, children do not learn to write until they are six or seven
years old, so it can be challenging to gain the approval of parents who grew
up with a more traditional rote-based learning system.

I'heard from a friend that the first condition for their children to be sent
to another Steiner school was to turn off the TV at home. Parents are also
encouraged to accompany their children to participate in school activities. The
parent-child relationship is indeed full of challenges for dual-income families
in the city. Can a parent’s mind accept sacrificing their personal time for the
sake of their child?

After leaving the forest school and driving away in my car, | could no longer
smell the dirt, see the birds, nor feel the dragonflies flying over my palms. As soon
as | got on the highway, life seemed to return to the same boring mode, and |
thought of how in this ‘flash mob" age full of digital distractions, contact with
Nature has become a thing of luxury! Perhaps adults like us also need to be closer
to Nature, not just the children, to 'recharge’ and to remember our roots.
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7 to 10 Classroom featuring handmade teaching materials and students' works 11 Simple wooden slide
and reused tires as play equipment 12 Families visiting the one-day open house of Kuala Lumpur
Steiner School 13 Clement Wong (left) with the TEDxPetalingStreet team



